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The Agenda 2030 for sustainable development 

SDGs06/09/2017

• SDGs bring relevant and critical themes

for Governments to implement, and SAIs 

to audit

• 17 Goals

• No cherry picking: all to be achieved

• The SDGs are more than the sum of the 

goals 

• The Agenda 2030 includes a set of 

underlying principles that change the 

way we approach policy making and 

implementation 
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Principle I: Universality 

SDGs06/09/2017

• The Agenda 2030 is valid for all countries – developing, emerging and 

industrial countries all have one agenda

• Each country to contribute to global wellbeing through its national 

policies 

• Development cooperation to align with national SDG strategies

• Each country to contribute according to its own context and capacities  
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Need for contextualising the SDGs 

SDGs06/09/2017

Each country to 

develop its own 

unique 

approach and 

vision to 

achieve 

sustainable 

development

Tailor 
global 

targets to 
context

Set inter-
mediate 
targets

Translate 
targets into 
strategies, 
policies, 

indicators 
and M&E 
systems

Cost and time 
interventions 

-

align budget
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Principle II: Three dimensions of sustainability 

SDGs06/09/2017

• Integrating economic, 

social and 

environmental aspects 

• Recognizing their inter-

linkages

• Utilizing integrated and 

sector-wide 

approaches 

No dimension to be achieved at the expense of the others  

http://www.google.fr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNnKPwq_HTAhVCAxoKHXfaCk0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.thecheekypanda.co.uk/blog/eco_healthy_lifestyle/&psig=AFQjCNGzjVu6sS4lVdv4yPWzO9bKO9udrg&ust=1494918592459602
http://www.google.fr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNnKPwq_HTAhVCAxoKHXfaCk0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.thecheekypanda.co.uk/blog/eco_healthy_lifestyle/&psig=AFQjCNGzjVu6sS4lVdv4yPWzO9bKO9udrg&ust=1494918592459602
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Principle III: Protection of global public goods 

SDGs06/09/2017

• Global public goods are goods available on a global level, needed or 

used by all, and which do not belong to one specific country (e.g. the 

climate, the environment) 

• National policies should contribute to protect and ensure sustainable 

use of global public goods 

• Protection  now will reduce future costs (e.g. investing in air pollution 

prevention today will save health costs in the future)
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• Local decisions can affect 

the climate globally

• Poor people are most 

vulnerable to climate 

change. E.g. small changes 

in precipitation can lead to 

famine

• International cooperation 

key for adaptation and 

mitigation 
Oualata, Mauritania  

Global public goods
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Principle IV: Means of implementation 

SDGs06/09/2017

• Each country to take responsibility to fund the implementation of the 

SDGs  

• Domestic resource mobilisation to be increased; Agenda 2030 refers to 

the Addis Abeba Action Agenda 

• Tax systems to provide incentives for sustainable behaviour 

• Incentivise private sector contributions
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Principle V: Leave no one behind 

SDGs06/09/2017

• No goal will be achieved if it is not 

also achieved by the most 

vulnerable population groups 

• Each sectoral approach needs to 

be inclusive and take into account 

the views of minorities/ 

marginalised groups  

• Proactively involve groups that 

are excluded in policy making and 

monitoring



Page 10

Change needs to involve all stakeholders

Government
Private 
sector 

(companies) 

Consumers 
(every 
citizen)  

Government to incentivise behaviour that leads to 

sustainable development 
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Principle VI: Joint responsibility of all stakeholders

SDGs06/09/2017

• Success requires the involvement of 

all stakeholders 

• National decision-making processes 

to be participatory to ensure active 

participation of civil society at all 

stages

• Multi-stakeholder approaches will be 

central 

• SAIs to assist in monitoring progress 

towards SDGs

Govern-
ments

Parliament

Citizens SAIs

Private 
Sector

Research 
Institutes



Page 12

Principle VII: Strong monitoring and review 

mechanisms

06/09/2017

• Monitoring will take place at national, regional and global 

level

Source: UNITAR (2016)



Page 13

Inclusive progress review at national level

SDGs06/09/2017

• regular and inclusive reviews of progress at 

the national and sub-national levels which are 

country-led and country-driven. 

• to draw on contributions from indigenous 

peoples, civil society, the private sector 

and other stakeholders, in line with national 

circumstances, policies and priorities.

• National parliaments and SAIs can  support 

these processes. 
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INTOSAI‘s Approach – Abu Dhabi Declaration

SDGs06/09/2017

• undertake audit and 

review work on the 

SDGs, 

• through four different 

approaches, as 

elaborated in the 

strategic plan.

• through a  community 

of practice

10. INTOSAI’s 

overall goal is to 

support SAIs to 

make a decisive 

contribution to the 

success of the 2030 

Agenda, and 

thereby help 

improve the lives of 

citizens around the 

world.
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1. The four SDG approaches

SDGs06/09/2017

Approach I

• Assessing the 
preparedness of 
national 
governments to 
implement, 
monitor and 
report on 
progress of the 
SDGs, and 
subsequently 
audit their 
operation and 
the reliability of 
the data they 
produce

Approach II

• Undertaking 
performance 
audits that 
examine the 
economy, 
efficiency, and 
effectiveness of 
key government 
programmes 
that contribute 
to specific 
aspects of the 
SDGs

Approach III

• Assessing and 
supporting the 
implementa-
tion of SDG 16 
which relates 
in part to 
effective, 
accountable 
and 
transparent 
institutions

Approach IV

• Being models 
of 
transparency 
and 
accountability 
in their own 
operations, 
including 
auditing and 
reporting
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16

“Given the essential 

interrelationship among all of 

the SDGs, Goal 16 seeks to 

ensure that governments have 

the institutional capacities to 

operate effective, accountable 

and transparent institutions 

which are needed to fulfil the 

ambitions of the 2030 

Agenda”

INTOSAI Theme paper I

In difference to the MDGs, the SDGs 

acknowledge the crucial role of governance for

success
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“Reaching our sustainable development goals means 
organizing ourselves better. Let there be no more walls 

or boxes; no more ministries or agencies working at 
cross-purposes. Let us move from silos to synergy, 

supported by data, long-term planning and a will to do 
things differently.”

(UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, address to the General Assembly after 
adoption of the 2030 Agenda, 28 September 2015)

http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=2763#.Vul5HVLMtz
M (last accessed March 16, 2016)

17

http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=2763#.Vul5HVLMtzM
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Conclusion: Essential elements to implement the 

Agenda 2030 at national level 

SDGs06/09/2017

Knowledge 
building

Setting up 
multi-
stakeholder 
approaches

Tailoring 
SDGs to 
context, 
including 
indicators

Ensuring 
policy 
coherence 

(between 
sectors, 
between 
levels of 
government)

Budgeting 

Monitoring

and 

reporting 


